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A  letter  in  the  mailbag  this  week  says:     "Isn't  there  something  funny  some- 
where when  "beekeepers  of  this  country  say  they  are  going  to  help  out  on  the  sugar 
shortage  and  then,  first  thing,   they  ask  the  Government  to  allow  sugar  for  their 
industry?" 

Well,  maybe  it  does  sound  strange  unless  you  know  how  the  "bees  live.  So 
let's  see  how  they  live  and  why  they  sometimes  need  sugar. 

Look  back  to  last  fall  when  the  owner  of  a  stand  or  hive  of  b, es  was  "rob- 
bing the  hives" — or  harvesting  his  honey  crop.     The  honey  taken  out  a.t  that  time  had 
teen  stored  up  by  the  bees  for  their  own  winter's  food.     The  fact  that  he  took  a 
good  deal  more  honey  than  he  left  shows  that  the  bees  had  good  plans  to  take  care  of 
themselves.     They  had  laid  away  plenty  of  food. 

And  then  the  beekeeper  came  along  and  took  some  of  it.     You  can  see  why  the 
(beekeeper  is  tempted  to  take  all  the  honey  he  dares  to.     In  the  first  place  if  the 
price  of  honey  is  up,  he  quite  naturally  would  like  to  have  all  hhe  honey  he  can  get 
to  sell  for  cash.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the  price  of  honey  is  low,  he  is  tempted  tc 
get  all  the  pounds  of  honey  he  can  so  that  he  can  get  more  money.    And  he  counts  on 
a  '.Inter  that  will  be  about  average — not  unusually  cold,  not  unusually  long. 

But  when  the  beekeeper  has  taken  all  the  honey  he  dares  to  along  comes  a 
winter  that  isn't  average — it  is  longer  than  usual,   and  colder — and  the  bees  have  to 
\xse  more  of  the  honey  that  is  both  food  and  fuel  to  them. 


Or  then  along  comes  spring.     Bight  now  the  bees  are  "busy  raising  their  young 
so  that  there  will  "be  50  or  60  thousand  bees  to  the  hive  ready  to  gather  the  honey 
crop  that  will  be  ready  in  a  few  weeks,    But  the  crops  that  supply  the  honey  to  feed 
the  young  bees  are  late.     The  honey  that  was  left  in  the  hive  is  used  up.     The  old 
bees  and  the  young  ones  have  to  have  food. 

How  bees  arc  different  from  other  animals.     Other  animals  have  a  reserve  of 
fat  in  their  bodies  that  they  can  draw  on,  and  live  on  for  a  few  days,  or  even  long 
periods.    The  bees  have  no  such  reserve.    Bees  can  starve  to  death  in  a  day. 

And  this  is  where  sugar  comes  in.     Bees  have  very  particular  appetites.  They 
want  their  own  sweet — Nature's  first  and  finest — or  they  want  our  pure  granulated 
white  sugar — no  brown  sugar,  no  syrup — it  is  honey,  or  fine  granulated  white  sugar  in 
solution,  or  nothing  for  the  bees. 

So,  if  the  beekeeper  wants  to  keep  the  bees  alive,  he  has  to  give  them  one  or 
the  other — honey  or  sugar.     In  ordinary  times  the  beekeeper  gives  them  sugar  and  keeps 
the  mineral— rich  honey  to  sell.    That  is  what  he  wants  to  do  now. 

So  let's  grant  that  the  bees  must  have  some  sugar. 
I  It  is  quite  a  natural  question  for  the  homemaker  who  is  told  how  many  ounces 

she  may  have  for  each  member  of  her  family  to  inquire  how  much  sugar  the  bees  have  to 
have.    The  beekeeper  would  like  to  say  that  his  bees  aren't  going  to  require  any  feed- 
ing at  all  to  keep  them  from  starvation.     But  he  can't  do  that.     It  depends  on  the 
time  when  the  spring  flow  of  honey  comes  and  how  heavy  it  is. 

The  bees  may  require  a  little  sugar  or  they  may  require  a  lot,  but  they'll 
only  get  what  is  necessary  to  keep  them  alive.    -°ut  however  much  they  do  get  they'll 
return  in  the  next  few  months  many  pounds  of  honey  for  every  pound  of  sugar  thpy're 
given  now.  Five  pounds  of  sugar  given  to  keep  bees  alive  may  return  a  hundred  pounds 
of  honey. 

And  the  honey  the  bees  will  gather  will  be  only  part  of  what  they'll  return. 
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The  other  services  they  will  perform  for  all  of  us  will  "be  worth  many  times  more  than 
the  entire  honey  crop. 

The  first  of  these  will  "be  fertilization  of  plants  that  have  to  have  the  pol- 
len of  another  plant  "before  they  will  produce  seed  or  fruit.     Squash  are  in  this 
;lass;  so  are  apples,  pears,  cherries — in  fact  many  of  the  fruit  trees — all  the 
solvers  and  alfalfa  that  furnish  our  cattle  with  hay  and  pasturage — all  of  these  have 
to  have  the  friendly  calls  of  the  "bees.    The  "bees  from  one  hive  will  make  from  175  tc 
700  million  of  these  calls  a  year. 

The  fertilization  of  these  crops  is  so  important  tha,t  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture has  "been  urging  beemen  to  expand  their  "business. 

As  they  urge  experienced  beekeepers  in  the  country  to  expand  their  "business 
the  bee  experts  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  in  mind  the  observations  they 
have  made  over  many  years,  that  it  takes  the  beginner  a  year  or  two  to  get  on  to  how 
to  handle  bees,  how  to  keep  track  of  the  succession  of  honey  crops — the  honey  harvest 
comes  along  before  the  harvest  of  the  same  crop  for  human  food — when  to  enlarge  the 
honey  storage  space  for  the  bees  and  many  other  fine  points.     They  say  that  now  is 
just  as  ggod  a  time  as  any  for  the  man  who  wants  to  get  into  the  bee  business  to 
siake  his  start  with  a  stand  or  two  of  bees.    But  the  big  increase  in  the  business — 
in  the  honey-producing  and  pollen  carrying  agents — should  come  from  the  expansion  of 
the  busi-iess  by  men  who  know  exactly  what  to  do,  when  and  how  to  do  it. 

And  any  sugar  that  is  invested  in  keeping  the  bees  at  their  top  efficiency 
yill  be  paid  for  a  hundred  fold  by  the  contributions  of  the  bees  to  the  Zood-for- 
freedora  program.     (Written  by  Cy  Briggs). 


